
To the James Martin High School Orchestra Students, Parents, Alumni and Supporters: 
 
With a very heavy heart, I am letting you know that I will not be returning to Martin High School for 
the 2017-2018 school year. After eleven years at Martin and in Arlington ISD, I was offered and 
have accepted the position of Fine Arts Coordinator for the district.  
 
This has been one of the hardest decisions of my career. I have loved every minute I have spent at 
Martin High School. The students are the hardest working individuals anywhere and the staff and 
administration are the most supportive of any school.  My tenure at Martin enriched my life every 
day and the greatest accomplishments of my career have come while working with the students 
and staff at Martin High School.  There is not a finer high school in the nation for the arts, and there 
is no better administrative support than what the school has in its principal, Marlene Roddy, and the 
Arlington ISD Fine Arts Director, Jeremy Earnhart. Please trust, as I do, that they both have the 
continued health and success of the Martin Orchestra program in mind and that all of us will work 
tirelessly to ensure that the program is placed in good hands for the future. 
 
There is an even brighter future for the Martin Orchestra. The orchestra program is the biggest and 
strongest it has ever been and the performance of the Symphony at The Midwest Clinic in 
December will awe the nation in the same way our two TMEA performances amazed the State of 
Texas.  I am excited to see how the program will grow and become even stronger in the next few 
years. There are new challenges and awesome performances ahead and the Martin High School 
Orchestra will rise to new heights and continue to be a leader in innovation and performance 
standards.  This program will continue to set the standard that all other orchestras will try to 
emulate. 
 
Due to the timing of this promotion, it will be impossible for me to say a personal “thank you” to all 
of the students, parents, friends, colleagues, teachers, and administration who have been extremely 
supportive of the Martin Orchestra and of me over the years, but I look forward to serving all of you, 
as well as the entire school district, in my new role. In the meantime, I extend immense gratitude to 
ALL OF YOU! This success of this program is grounded in the involvement and support of teachers, 
parents, and students alike, and I know those same qualities will carry the program toward more 
achievements into the future. While I serve the entire district in my new role, I will always celebrate 
the future accomplishments of the James Martin High School Orchestra with tremendous joy and 
pride. 
 
With my most sincere respect and appreciation to all of you, 
 
 
Michael Stringer 
	
#inspire	


